
 

Ministerial Resolution No. (19) of 2024 

On the criteria for admission to higher education institutions’ programmes 

 

The Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research: 

 After reviewing Federal Law No. 1 of 1972 regarding the competencies of ministries and powers of 

ministers and its amendments, 

 And Federal Decree-Law No. (48) of 2021 regarding higher education, 

 And Federal Decree-Law No. 49 of 2022 regarding human resources in the federal government, 

 And Cabinet Resolution No. (48) of 2023 regarding the executive regulations of Federal Decree-Law 

No. (49) of 2022 regarding human resources in the federal government, 

 And Cabinet Resolution No. (106) of 2024 regarding the adoption of the National Qualifications 

Framework, 

 And Cabinet Resolution No. (101 M/9W) of 2024 - Session (9) regarding the organizational structure 

of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

 And Cabinet Resolution No. ( ) of 2024 regarding the organizational structure of the Ministry of Higher 

Education and Scientific Research, 

 And based on the decision of the Minister of Education No. (30) of 2023 regarding the criteria for 

admission to bachelor’s programs in higher education institutions, 

 And Ministerial Resolution No. 1 of 2024 regarding the organizational structure of departments and 

sections, their jurisdiction and tasks in the Ministry of Higher Education and scientific research, 

 And as required by the public interest, 

 

Decided: 

 

Article 1 

Higher education institutions are committed to setting admission criteria for their programmes for bachelor’s 

degrees, higher diplomas, diplomas, partial qualifications and short learning units (levels 4 and 5 in the National 

Qualifications Framework), and in doing so they may be guided by the criteria attached to this decision. 

 

 



 

Article 2 

The Undersecretary of the Ministry shall issue the decisions, circulars and executive regulations necessary to 

implement the provisions of this decision. 

 

Article 3 

The decision of the Minister of Education No. (30) of 2023 regarding the criteria for admission to bachelor’s 

programs in higher education institutions is hereby cancelled, and any provision that contradicts or conflicts 

with the provisions of this decision is hereby cancelled. 

 

Article 4 

This decision shall be published in the Official Gazette and shall be effective from the date of its publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Guiding criteria for admission to higher education institutions’ programmes 

Approved by Ministerial Resolution No. (19) of 2024 

 

1. Guidance on using English language grades in high school as an assessment to determine the level of the 

program, as shown in the example in the table. 

 

Program level Indicative grades 

Bachelor's degree (level 6) English language score in high school: 80% 

Higher Diploma (Level 5) English language score in high school: 70% 

Diploma (Level 4) English language score in high school: 70% 

Partial qualifications and short learning units 
(Levels 4 and 5) 

NA 

 

2. Guidance using high school grades in the academic subjects related to the university specializations shown 

in the table below: 

 

Specialization Indicative grades 

Medicine High school grades: 90% in mathematics and 90% in two of the following 
subjects: chemistry/biology/physics 

dentistry High school grades: 90% in mathematics and 90% in two of the following 
subjects: chemistry/biology/physics 

Pharmacy High school grades: 80% in mathematics and 80% in two of the following 
subjects: chemistry/biology/physics 

Engineering High school grades: 80% in both mathematics and physics and 80% in one of 
the following subjects: Chemistry/Biology 

Law High school grade: 70% in mathematics 

Technology NA 

Natural Sciences NA 

Business and Humanities 
(Accounting, Finance, 
Economics, Others) 

NA 

 

 

 

 



 

 

General guidelines to consider: 

1. All levels of academic degrees according to the National Qualifications Framework 2024. To be 

accepted at the Master’s or Doctorate level, a student must obtain the academic qualification from the 

previous level according to the framework. 

2. The above mentioned indicative secondary school grades are the grades of the UAE educational 

curriculum certificate in the advanced track and its equivalent according to the matrix in effect at the 

Ministry of Education. 

3. Universities are not required to set a minimum overall high school GPA. 

4. Students who have studied curricula other than those affiliated with the Ministry of Education are not 

required to prove proficiency in the English language if the curriculum is taught in English. 

5. Students who have studied non-MOE curricula with a language of instruction other than English can 

demonstrate proficiency by passing international standardized tests as determined by the university, 

6. Students who have studied curricula other than those affiliated with the Ministry of Education may 

demonstrate proficiency in subjects relevant to the major as determined by the university. 

7. Universities may accept students conditionally upon passing preparatory or remedial courses or 

programmes offered to the student. 

8. Specializations other than medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, engineering and law do not require a 

minimum requirement for academic subjects. 


