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1. Executive Summary

The UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies”,
established at Plekhanov Russian University of Economics, is dedicated to advancing inclusive,
ethical, and legally grounded approaches to the development of knowledge societies. Rooted in a
holistic, interdisciplinary methodology, the Chair integrates expertise across academic institutions,
policy bodies, and international partners.

During the reporting period (April - September 2025), the Chair has actively contributed to
UNESCO?’s strategic objectives by promoting equitable access to information, fostering societal
resilience in digital transformation, and enhancing competencies for ethical engagement with
knowledge-based systems. Key accomplishments include the successful organization of
international and youth-focused forums, the development of digital and educational tools, and the
initiation of comparative legal-ethical research.

These activities are designed to contribute meaningfully to the Sustainable Development Goals
(particularly SDGs 4, 5, 10, and 16) by addressing issues of digital inclusion, gender equality,
cultural and religious diversity, and access to education and information as fundamental human
rights.

2. Overview of the Chair

The UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies” was
inaugurated as a platform for the interdisciplinary study and promotion of knowledge societies based
on principles of inclusiveness, equity, and responsibility. The Chair is co-directed by Dr. Svetlana
Malkarova (Dubai Branch) and operates in synergy with other UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN
networks.

The mission of the Chair is to develop conceptual and practical frameworks that support universal
access to knowledge while safeguarding ethical and legal standards in an increasingly digitalized
world. The Chair’s activities are informed by the fundamental values of UNESCO, including respect
for cultural diversity, freedom of expression, and non-discrimination.

Through research, education, policy dialogue, and youth engagement, the Chair seeks to:

o Foster ethical and legal literacy concerning knowledge access and production;

o Develop frameworks to counter exclusion based on gender, religion, ethnicity, or socio-
economic status;

« Promote international and intercultural cooperation in the field of knowledge governance.


mailto:Dubai@reu.tech

N

%

2 “Plekhanov Russian University of Economics” DUBAI — UAE
%Vl I E Dubai Knowledge Park, Build. 19, Dubai, UAE, Dubai@reu.tech
/4
&

PR,
I

License No: 103569
DUBAI https://plekhanovdubai.ae/

3. Major Activities and Achievements

During the reporting period, the Chair’s work has been organized into five strategic axes:
communication and cooperation, international outreach, youth engagement, educational
development, and scientific research. These thematic areas reflect the Chair’s commitment to
multidimensional impact across local, regional, and global levels.

3.1 Communication and Cooperation

Publication of press releases, articles, and online materials highlighting Chair activities;
Active presence on institutional social media platforms and regular updates to the official
website;

Launch of a student-led digital magazine focused on ethical challenges in the knowledge
society;

Establishment of new partnerships with civil society organizations, academic institutions,
and media platforms.

3.2 International Outreach

Participation in international conferences under the auspices of UNESCO, including high-
level meetings at UNESCO Headquarters;

Organization of the international foresight session “Global Future of Artificial Intelligence:
From Digital Threats to Social Progress”, held in Dubai in May 2025, bringing together
academics, policymakers, and youth leaders from multiple countries;

Development of cooperation with BRICS+ institutions, including the Federal University of
Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), to support joint research, education, and mobility programs.

3.3 Youth Engagement

Organization of the UNESCO Youth Model conference - a simulation of UNESCO
deliberations tailored to students;

Launch of the SUM Saturdays initiative, providing structured educational programs for
schoolchildren on digital ethics and knowledge access;

Ongoing mentorship and engagement of university students in Chair-led research,
publications, and public engagement activities
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3.4 Research Activities

« Conducting comparative and interdisciplinary research on socio-ethical, legal, and cultural
norms;
« Organization of the International Scientific and Practical Conference for Young Researchers.

3.5 Educational Initiatives

o Development and maintenance of the online educational platform “Digital Volunteers”;
o Delivery of lecture series and educational courses;
o Engagement of leading experts in joint educational and outreach events.
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Chair’s activity throughout the period (January-September 2025)

Foresight Session: “Global Future of Artificial Intelligence:
From Digital Threats to Social Progress”

Date: 15 May 2025

Location: Plekhanov University of Economics, Dubai

Format: Part of the VII International Scientific Forum “Stepping into the Future: Artificial
Intelligence and Strategic Leadership”

As part of its strategic objective to foster global dialogue on the ethical, societal, and legal
dimensions of digital transformation, the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical
Frameworking of Knowledge Societies” organized a foresight session entitled “Global Future of
Artificial Intelligence: From Digital Threats to Social Progress” on 15 May 2025 at the Dubai branch
of Plekhanov University of Economics. This session was held under the auspices of the university’s
VII International Scientific Forum and in cooperation with global UNESCO Chair networks.

The foresight session convened a multidisciplinary group of international experts, educators, policy
professionals, students, and representatives from partner institutions to engage in critical reflection
and scenario-based exploration of the transformative impacts of artificial intelligence on
contemporary societies.

Objectives:
The session pursued a dual mandate:

1. Diagnostic: To assess the current and emerging risks of Al-driven transformations across
domains such as education, governance, information ecosystems, and cultural diversity;

2. Prospective: To identify pathways for leveraging Al technologies in support of ethical,
inclusive, and socially beneficial development, in line with UNESCO’s Recommendation on
the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence.

Specifically, the session addressed how knowledge societies can be shaped through non-
discriminatory, legally grounded, and ethically robust Al integration, and how international
cooperation can support this transition.

Structure and Format:
The session was structured as a half-day event with the following components:
e Opening Plenary Remarks by the Chairholder and guest speakers from UNESCO partner

institutions;
o Expert Presentations on thematic areas including:
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- Al and social inclusion
- Legal frameworks for digital rights and governance
- Youth perspectives on Al and the future of education
- Ethical dilemmas in algorithmic decision-making
Interactive Roundtable Discussions, divided into working groups focusing on:

- Digital equity and access

- Cultural and linguistic diversity in Al systems

- Governance models for responsible innovation
Foresight Exercise: A structured scenario-building session exploring possible futures for Al
in the global South and Gulf region;
Closing Session with reflections and synthesis of insights.

Key Themes and Highlights:

Al as a Double-Edged Sword: Speakers emphasized that Al presents both unprecedented
opportunities for empowerment and significant threats, including algorithmic bias,
surveillance, and exclusion from digital ecosystems.

Ethics Beyond Compliance: Discussions centred around the need to go beyond regulatory
compliance and embed values such as dignity, diversity, and autonomy into the technological
design process.

Global Asymmetries: Participants underscored the importance of addressing digital divides,
especially for youth, women, and marginalized communities in emerging economies.
Educational Imperatives: The role of education in building critical digital literacy,
particularly at early stages of learning, was highlighted as a foundation for future-proof
citizenship in knowledge societies.

Outcomes and Strategic Impact:

Knowledge Outputs: A post-session briefing document was produced, summarizing key
insights and policy recommendations. Contributions will inform a forthcoming working
paper on “Ethical Governance of Al in Transcultural Contexts.”

Regional Engagement: The session catalysed dialogue on launching a Gulf-focused initiative
on Al ethics, inclusive education, and digital access in partnership with UNESCO Chairs in
the region.

Educational Integration: Outcomes of the foresight session are being incorporated into the
Chair’s Digital VVolunteers platform, as part of a new course module on digital ethics for
youth.

Networking and Cooperation: The event facilitated the expansion of international
partnerships, particularly with institutions in Latin America and the Gulf, with ongoing
negotiations for joint research and student mobility projects.
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Contribution to UNESCO’s Strategic Framework:

This foresight session directly advances UNESCO’s global mandate to promote inclusive
knowledge societies grounded in the values of freedom of expression, access to information, cultural
pluralism, and ethical innovation. It aligns with the UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of Al
(2021) and contributes to the Chair’s core mission of creating legal and ethical frameworks for
equitable digital futures.

https://www.rea.ru/news/56403-shag-v-buduschee-globalnyiy-forsayt-iskusstvennyiy-intellekt-i-
strategicheskoe-liderstvo-otkryit-vii-mejdunarodnyiy-nauchnyiy-forum-v-plehanovskom-
universitete-

https://www.rea.ru/news/56414-iskusstvennyiy-intellekt--klyuch-k-sotsialno-ekonomicheskomu-i-
tehnologicheskomu-razvitiyu-rossii-plenarnoe-zasedanie-foruma-shag-v-buduschee-globalnyiy-
forsayt-iskusstvennyiy-intellekt-i-strategicheskoe-liderstvo-v-plehanovskom-universitete---

https://www.rea.ru/news/56415-globalnyiy-forsayt-po-razvitiyu-iskusstvennogo-intellekta-v-reu-
veduschie-uchenyie-rossii-oboznachili-strateqii-buduscheqgo-ii-

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/news/5531-exploring-leadership-uaes-genai-strateqy-and-uae-russia-
collaboration-opportunities-with-ahmed-al-zarouni

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/news/5530-plekhanov-university-in-dubais-conference-on-the-future-of-
ai
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5th All-Russian Congress of UNESCO Chairs
Key Developments and Contributions

Held at Plekhanov Russian University of Economics, Moscow, 20 May 2025

As part of its ongoing commitment to the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme, the UNESCO
Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies” actively participated in
the 5th All-Russian Congress of UNESCO Chairs, hosted by the Plekhanov Russian University of
Economics (PRUE) on 20 May 2025.

The Congress, opened by PRUE Rector Professor Ivan Lobanov, brought together leading academic
and institutional representatives from across Russia and abroad to assess progress and define future
strategic directions for UNESCO Chairs in the Russian Federation. In his keynote address, Professor
Lobanov emphasized the vital role of UNESCO Chairs in strengthening international academic
cooperation and addressing global challenges, particularly in the context of increasing geopolitical
turbulence.

He noted the enduring support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, the
Commission of the Russian Federation for UNESCO, and the efforts of Sergey Lavrov, Grigory
Ordzhonikidze, and Alexander Alimov in defending Russia’s intellectual presence on global
platforms. Their diplomatic efforts, he underlined, have helped counter attempts to marginalize
Russia’s contributions in the fields of education, science, and culture.

Strategic Vision and Chair Network Development

The Congress highlighted the UNESCO Chairs Programme as a powerful mechanism for advancing
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and fostering inclusive scientific collaboration. In
line with the UNITWIN strategy, UNESCO Chairs in Russia and globally were recognized as
incubators of interdisciplinary research, policy-oriented dialogue, and ethical innovation. Special
focus was given to the enhancement of inter-chair cooperation and academic mobility, the
dissemination of best practices, and the integration of digital technologies in education and research.

In his remarks, Mr. Tavil Sabkhi, Director of the Section for Futures of Education and Innovation
(UNESCO, HQ), stressed the importance of promoting intellectual solidarity, interdisciplinary
thinking, and knowledge-sharing ecosystems. He noted that UNESCO Chairs should continue
serving as laboratories of ideas and as bridges between academia, policy-making, and civil society.

The strategic discussion also addressed the evolving role of UNESCO Chairs in times of
international crisis, with Alexander Alimov, Executive Secretary of the Russian Commission for
UNESCO, advocating for the enhanced visibility of Russian academic contributions and the
preservation of core humanitarian values in multilateral forums.
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Activities of the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge
Societies”

The Chair, established in 2019 at Plekhanov University and currently directed by Dr. Svetlana
Malkarova (Vice-Rector and Director of the Dubai branch), has made significant contributions to
academic diplomacy and knowledge cooperation.

During the Congress, Dr. Malkarova presented a comprehensive overview of the Chair’s activities,
which include:

o Implementation of interdisciplinary scientific and public education projects in areas such as
Al ethics, digital inequality, truth and post-truth discourse, and the evolving role of the
Global South in the information society.

« Participation in international symposia, foresight sessions, and conferences, including the
university’s flagship forum “Stepping into the Future: Global Foresight, Artificial
Intelligence, and Strategic Leadership”, which explores the societal implications of Al.

« Facilitation of cross-border cooperation through the Chair’s presence in both Moscow and
Dubai, enabling engagement with scholars from Canada, the UK, Egypt, and beyond.

« Strategic alignment of Chair activities with the UAE Government’s national Al strategy,
particularly in the context of Al integration in school and university education systems.

Dr. Malkarova emphasized the importance of creative and context-sensitive approaches to digital
transformation in education, highlighting the Chair’s research on Al implementation as directly
contributing to national innovation agendas and ethical capacity-building in the digital era.

Institutional Support and New Initiatives

The successful work of the Chair is reinforced by the robust analytical, organizational, and research
infrastructure of Plekhanov University. As underlined by Rector Lobanov, the university is
committed to further expanding cooperation with other UNESCO Chairs and sharing resources to
address common challenges.

In February 2025, a new UNESCO Chair was inaugurated at Plekhanov University: “Socio-
Economic Models of Biosphere Reserves”, which complements the existing Chair by advancing
sustainable development initiatives and ecological economics. The establishment of this Chair
reflects PRUE’s growing leadership in global sustainability discourse.

Conclusion and Strategic Outcomes

The Congress concluded with the election of a new Coordination Committee for UNESCO Chairs
in Russia. Professor Ivan Lobanov was unanimously elected as its Chairman, underscoring PRUE’s
leadership role within the national and international UNESCO academic community.
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The Congress reaffirmed the central mission of UNESCO Chairs as catalysts for the
internationalization of higher education, ethical innovation, and collaborative problem-solving. The
active engagement of the Plekhanov-based Chair, particularly through its presence in Dubai, has
further enhanced its visibility as a bridge between knowledge societies of the Global North and
South.

https://www.rea.ru/news/56489-rektor-reu-ivan-lobanov-otkryil-pyatyiy-vserossiyskiy-kongress-
kafedr-yunesko-v-plehanovskom-universitete-

https://www.rea.ru/news/56561-luchshie-praktiki-rabotyi-kafedr-yunesko-obsudili-na-v-
vserossiyskom-kongresse-v-plehanovskom-universitete

https://www.rea.ru/news/56588-rektor-reu-ivan-lobanov-izbran-predsedatelem-koordinatsionnogo-
komiteta-kafedr-yunesko

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/news/5575-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-hosts-fifth-all-
russian-congress-of-unesco-chairs

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/news/5578-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-rector-ivan-
lobanov-appointed-chairman-of-unesco-chairs-coordination-committee
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International Engagement and Strategic Dialogue

Participation in the BRICS+ University Rectors’ Forum and the League of Rectors of Universities
from Brazil, Russia, and Belarus
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), 5 - 7 June 2025

As part of its ongoing efforts to enhance multilateral academic diplomacy and foster high-level
international dialogue on societal, legal, and ethical challenges in global knowledge societies, the
UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies” actively
participated in the Forum of BRICS+ University Rectors and the League of Rectors of Universities
from Brazil, Russia, and Belarus, held from 5 to 7 June 2025 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

This significant event was hosted by the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) in
collaboration with the:

« National Association of Leaders of Federal Institutions of Higher Education (ANDIFES),
and

e Forum of Rectors of Public Higher Education Institutions of the State of Rio de Janeiro
(FRIPERJ).

The forum brought together higher education leaders from BRICS+ nations - including Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, UAE, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Ethiopia to address shared
challenges and build cooperative strategies related to education, research, innovation, and
sustainable development.

Strategic Objectives and Relevance to the UNESCO Chair

The participation of the UNESCO Chair at Plekhanov University of Economics in Dubai directly
contributed to the event’s primary objectives, which included:

« Strengthening scientific cooperation and promoting academic exchange between universities
in emerging economies;

« Enhancing dialogue on ethical, legal, and social implications of digital transformation in
education and research;

o Advancing shared research priorities and capacity-building frameworks, especially in the
context of artificial intelligence, inclusive innovation, and sustainable development;

e Supporting intercultural and interdisciplinary knowledge ecosystems, in line with
UNESCO’s vision for equitable knowledge societies.

The formal invitation extended to Dr. Svetlana Malkarova, Rector of Plekhanov University in Dubai
and Co-Chairholder of the UNESCO Chair, by Roberto de Andrade Medronho, Rector of UFRJ and
President of the Organizing Committee, emphasized the strategic value of her participation and
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institutional leadership in furthering the global dialogue on educational innovation and societal
transformation.

Institutional Cooperation: Signing of MoU Between Plekhanov University and UFRJ

A major outcome of the forum was the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between
Plekhanov Russian University of Economics and the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. This
bilateral agreement formalizes a strategic partnership aimed at fostering:

« Joint research initiatives across fields such as economics, sustainability, Al governance, and
digital transformation;

« Academic mobility of students, faculty, and researchers between Russia and Brazil;

e Co-hosting of international scientific forums, lectures, and workshops;

o Shared participation in UNESCO Chair activities and UNITWIN projects, particularly those
focused on the ethical, legal, and societal dimensions of knowledge production.

The MoU also reinforces the commitment of both institutions to South—South cooperation and
capacity-building through equitable partnerships aligned with the UNESCO Medium-Term Strategy
and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Follow-up and Future Activities
As part of its post-forum strategy, the UNESCO Chair will:

« Integrate the outcomes of the BRICS+ Rectors’ Forum into its annual work plan for 2025 -
2026;

o Develop joint research proposals in collaboration with UFRJ and other BRICS+ institutions;

« Strengthen the Chair’s visibility within global academic diplomacy platforms and UNESCO-
affiliated networks;

« Contribute to the broader BRICS+ academic integration through active participation in future
strategic summits, policy dialogues, and co-authored publications.

The participation of Plekhanov University of Economics in this landmark forum has not only
elevated its role as a global academic actor but also positioned the Dubai branch as a regional hub
for ethical, innovative, and cooperative knowledge production.

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/ru/news/5582-dr-svetlana-malkarova-director-of-plekhanov-university-
in-dubai-and-vice-rector-of-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-participated-in-the-
second-edition-of-the-brics-university-rectors-forum-held-from-june-5th-to-7th-2025-in-rio-de-
janeiro-



mailto:Dubai@reu.tech
https://plekhanovdubai.ae/ru/news/5582-dr-svetlana-malkarova-director-of-plekhanov-university-in-dubai-and-vice-rector-of-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-participated-in-the-second-edition-of-the-brics-university-rectors-forum-held-from-june-5th-to-7th-2025-in-rio-de-janeiro-
https://plekhanovdubai.ae/ru/news/5582-dr-svetlana-malkarova-director-of-plekhanov-university-in-dubai-and-vice-rector-of-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-participated-in-the-second-edition-of-the-brics-university-rectors-forum-held-from-june-5th-to-7th-2025-in-rio-de-janeiro-
https://plekhanovdubai.ae/ru/news/5582-dr-svetlana-malkarova-director-of-plekhanov-university-in-dubai-and-vice-rector-of-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-participated-in-the-second-edition-of-the-brics-university-rectors-forum-held-from-june-5th-to-7th-2025-in-rio-de-janeiro-
https://plekhanovdubai.ae/ru/news/5582-dr-svetlana-malkarova-director-of-plekhanov-university-in-dubai-and-vice-rector-of-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-participated-in-the-second-edition-of-the-brics-university-rectors-forum-held-from-june-5th-to-7th-2025-in-rio-de-janeiro-

“Plekhanov Russian University of Economics” DUBAI — UAE

PR %«?&UE Dubai Knowledge Park, Build. 19, Dubai, UAE, Dubai@reu.tech
& License No: 103569
I N@’# N DUBAI https://plekhanovdubai.ae/

Recognition of Plekhanov Russian University of Economics in the
First International BRICS University Ranking

In alignment with the objectives of the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking
of Knowledge Societies” to promote international academic cooperation and the global positioning
of higher education institutions, it is important to highlight a key institutional achievement during
the reporting period: the inclusion of Plekhanov Russian University of Economics among the top
institutions in the first international BRICS University Ranking.

This pilot edition of the BRICS University Ranking was developed by the Association of Ranking
Compilers, drawing upon the methodological foundation of the global “Three University Missions”
ranking system. The ranking was specifically adapted to reflect the educational priorities,
development trajectories, and national characteristics of BRICS+ countries. The final ranking
includes 600 universities from ten member states of the BRICS alliance: Brazil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa, Egypt, Iran, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and Ethiopia.

Among the participants, China leads with 207 institutions, followed by Russia with 161 universities,
and India with 93. Plekhanov Russian University of Economics was ranked within the 126-150
range, placing it firmly among the most recognized Russian institutions in the BRICS+ context.
Notably, only 31 Russian universities were included in the top 150 segment of the ranking.

The success of Plekhanov University in this ranking reflects its consistent academic development
and international engagement—core pillars of its collaboration with UNESCO. The University’s
academic leadership is further demonstrated through its representation in high-level strategic bodies.
Plekhanov experts are actively involved in the Joint Working Group on Academic Leadership, which
includes members from the Russian Rectors’ Union, the Russian Academy of Sciences, and the
Russian Academy of Education. Furthermore, the University contributes to public councils under
key federal agencies, including the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian
Federation, the Ministry of Education of Russia, and Rosobrnadzor (the Federal Service for
Supervision in Education and Science). These platforms play a significant role in shaping the
international positioning strategy of Russian higher education.

The methodology of the new BRICS ranking notably diverges from traditional global rankings by
prioritizing metrics that reflect academic merit and collaborative innovation. Unlike Western models
that often emphasize institutional wealth, this ranking places greater emphasis on student success in
international academic competitions and the number of research publications co-authored with
scholars from BRICS countries. This shift represents a critical step toward redefining excellence
through the lens of multilateral cooperation, knowledge exchange, and regional relevance, all of
which resonate with the principles upheld by the UNESCO Chair.

The recognition of Plekhanov University in this pioneering ranking reaffirms its strategic role in the
evolving global knowledge ecosystem and highlights its alignment with UNESCO’s vision for
equitable, diverse, and internationally engaged education systems.

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/news/5571-plekhanov-russian-university-of-economics-is-among-the-
top-universities-in-the-first-international-ranking-of-brics-universities
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Inaugural Scientific Forum “University Research Exchange:
A Forum for Future Collaborative Research”

Plekhanov University of Economics, Dubai Campus - 23 June 2025

As part of its mandate to advance ethical, inclusive, and globally connected research ecosystems,
the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Socicties” at
Plekhanov University of Economics in Dubai convened its inaugural scientific forum on 23 June
2025, under the title: “University Research Exchange: A Forum for Future Collaborative Research.”

This event marked a significant institutional milestone in the development of international research
networks and academic dialogue. The forum was designed to promote cross-institutional
collaboration, interdisciplinary knowledge production, and the dissemination of applied and
theoretical research addressing the evolving challenges of contemporary knowledge societies.

Objectives and Thematic Scope

The primary objective of the forum was to facilitate structured scholarly exchange on topics of global
significance within the UNESCO Chair’s focus areas, particularly the societal, legal, and ethical
implications of knowledge production in the digital age. The scientific programme encompassed Six
interrelated thematic tracks:

« Atrtificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics

o Sustainable Development and Socio-Economic Resilience

« Financial Systems, Neo Banking, and Regulatory Innovation

o Strategic Management and Organizational Transformation

e Neuroeconomics and Behavioural Decision-Making

« National Security, Cyber Defence, and Technological Sovereignty

These themes were selected in line with UNESCQO’s strategic objectives related to inclusive
knowledge societies, technological transformation, and sustainable human development.

Opening Remarks and Institutional Framing

The forum commenced with a formal address by Dr. Hassan Abu Ezza, Deputy Director for
Administrative Affairs, who emphasized the paradigm shift in modern research - away from siloed
academic inquiry and toward collaborative, interdisciplinary research ecosystems. His remarks
highlighted the necessity of transcending institutional and national boundaries to achieve greater
innovation, knowledge equity, and scientific relevance.
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Scientific Contributions

A total of six peer-reviewed research presentations were delivered by invited scholars, each of which
addressed contemporary societal and technological issues through diverse methodological lenses:

Dr. Yojna Bansal: “How Profitable Are Neo Banks? A Longitudinal Study from 2020 to
2025 — Financial viability and structural evolution of digital-only banking systems.

Dr. Ali Abou Abbas: “The Role of Data Analytics in Diagnostic Decision-Making:
Experimental Validation of the ‘Art of Taking Decisions’ Theory in Healthcare Contexts” -
Interdisciplinary modelling of diagnostic behaviour under uncertainty.

Dr. Ahmed Hamed: “Securing Contactless Payment Infrastructure: A Survey of Al-Driven
Threats and Algorithmic Defences” - Cybersecurity risks and Al applications in financial
technology.

Fatykhova Ralina Aidarovna: “Emotional Intelligence and Financial Behaviour: A
Comparative Study of Consumer Decision-Making in Russia, the UAE, and South Africa” —
Behavioral finance research integrating cross-cultural analysis.

Mr. Vinay Aseri: “Strategic Technology Deployment for National Security: An Integrated
Framework for Threat Detection and Cyber Defence” - Policy implications of advanced
surveillance and cyber tools.

Dr. Ravi S. Sharma: “Developing a Physiological Wellness Index (PWI): Toward
Quantifiable Metrics for Population Health Monitoring” - Proposing a new index system
grounded in physiological and social determinants of health.

Each presentation underwent a moderated Q&A session, encouraging dialogue across disciplines
and institutions. Discussions cantered on methodological rigor, ethical implications, data access and
transparency, and potential for inter-institutional research synergies.

Role of the Plekhanov Research Centre in Dubai

The event also formalized the role of the newly established Plekhanov Research Centre at the Dubai
campus as a coordinating body for future scholarly activity under the auspices of the UNESCO
Chair. The Centre will support:

Research coordination and co-authorship

Dissemination of outcomes in high-impact journals and international databases

Joint research project development aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Ethical peer-review and adherence to open-access and reproducibility standards
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Outcomes and Strategic Relevance

The forum contributed substantively to the Chair’s mission to cultivate a global research culture
based on ethical knowledge production, academic integrity, and policy-relevant outcomes. It also
advanced the development of durable academic partnerships across diverse geopolitical regions.

Participants expressed strong interest in future iterations of the forum and confirmed their readiness
to engage in structured collaboration, including co-publication and joint grant applications. The
event also reinforced Plekhanov University of Economics in Dubai as an emerging regional hub for
multilateral academic dialogue, with demonstrated alignment to UNESCO’s agenda for inclusive
and ethically governed knowledge societies.

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/news/5592-plekhanov-university-in-dubai-hosts-inaugural-research-
forum-titled-university-research-exchange-a-forum-for-future-collaborative-research
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Academic Mobility and International Partnership Development

Visit of Students and Faculty from Dayananda Sagar University, India
Plekhanov University of Economics — Dubai Campus | June 2025

As part of the broader framework of the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking
of Knowledge Societies”, which supports internationalization in higher education and ethical
intercultural knowledge exchange, Plekhanov University in Dubai hosted a delegation of 101
students and faculty members from Dayananda Sagar University (DSU), Bangalore, India.

This academic mobility initiative, conducted in June 2025 formed part of DSU’s international
learning exposure program and focused on fostering bilateral engagement between the two
institutions. The delegation included first-year postgraduate students enrolled in the Master’s in
Business Management program. The visit provided participants with immersive exposure to the
educational environment, academic culture, and institutional structure of Plekhanov Russian
University of Economics, particularly its international campus in the United Arab Emirates.

Institutional Introduction and Knowledge Dissemination

During their visit, participants were introduced to the 118-year legacy of Plekhanov Russian
University of Economics, including:

« Its foundation as one of the oldest and most prestigious economic universities in Russia;

e The structure and function of its international campuses, particularly in the context of global
academic outreach;

e The university’s consistent performance in international rankings, including its recent
placement in the BRICS University Ranking;

e Its specialized educational offerings in economics, management, finance, and digital
transformation;

« Internship pathways and cooperation agreements with global industry partners, supporting
student career readiness.

The presentations also emphasized the university’s alignment with key UNESCO educational
values, such as equitable access to education, multicultural dialogue, and ethical knowledge
development in rapidly globalizing societies.

Interactive Academic Engagement

To encourage active participation and intercultural exchange, the visit concluded with a mini-lecture
on public speaking and persuasive communication, followed by a knowledge-based interactive quiz
using the Kahoot platform. This session served a dual purpose: introducing students to participatory
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teaching methodologies employed at Plekhanov University, and reinforcing the importance of
communication as a core academic and professional competency in knowledge societies.

Participants who scored highest in the quiz received university-branded academic souvenirs,
symbolizing the development of a meaningful institutional connection and offering a tangible
reminder of the visit.

Strategic Significance and Alignment with the Chair’s Objectives
This visit is a practical embodiment of the UNESCO Chair’s commitment to:

o Fostering South-South academic cooperation in line with UNESCO’s global education
strategy;

« Enhancing student and faculty mobility as a tool for cross-cultural academic integration;

e Promoting the mutual recognition of educational systems and international pathways;

e Supporting the formation of global learning environments that cultivate ethical, legal, and
culturally aware knowledge exchange.

Furthermore, the event contributes to the long-term goal of establishing formalized academic
partnerships between Plekhanov University of Economics and leading Indian institutions.
Discussions are currently underway regarding the expansion of joint programs, student exchanges,
and collaborative research opportunities, particularly in the fields of digital economy, management
sciences, and public policy.

With the admissions cycle in progress, Plekhanov University in Dubai reaffirmed its strategic vision
to attract a diverse student body and to function as a regional hub for international education,
research, and intercultural academic cooperation.

https://plekhanovdubai.ae/news/5609-from-india-to-the-uae-plekhanov-university-in-dubai-
welcomes-students-from-dayananda-sagar-university
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Participation in the International Symposium “Education and Development of
Children in the Digital Age”

9 August 2025, Moscow

In alignment with its mission to foster equitable, ethical, and informed knowledge societies, the
UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies” at Plekhanov
University of Economics (Dubai Branch) participated in the International Symposium “Education
and Development of Children in the Digital Age”, which took place on 9 August 2025 in Moscow.
The symposium was held within the framework of the Moscow International Forum “Guidelines for
Childhood”. The invitation for participation had been formally extended by the UNESCO Chair
“Education and Development of Young Children” at the International Pedagogical Academy of
Preschool Education (IPAPE), under the auspices of the Commission of the Russian Federation for
UNESCO.

The symposium brought together leading international experts in education, psychology, digital
ethics, and early childhood development to address the complex challenges posed by the integration
of digital technologies into early childhood education systems. The event aimed to formulate joint
recommendations and international standards to ensure the safe, inclusive, and pedagogically sound
use of digital tools and platforms in preschool learning environments.

As part of this international dialogue, the Dubai-based UNESCO Chair delivered a scientific
presentation titled:

“Digital Literacy as a New Component of Civic Education for Preschool Children: The Right to
Information and the Development of Critical Thinking.”

This contribution reflected the Chair’s ongoing research agenda on digital equity, ethical
frameworks in knowledge access, and critical competencies for 21st-century learners. The
presentation explored several key dimensions:

« Digital literacy as a foundational civic competence in early childhood, presented not merely
as a technical skill but as a cognitive and ethical capacity essential for democratic
participation, self-expression, and digital resilience.

e The right to information for young children, interpreted through the lens of international
human rights frameworks (notably Article 17 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child), and its implications for policymaking in early childhood education.

o Strategies for fostering critical thinking in digitally saturated learning environments,
including the role of educational mediation to counteract passive consumption and promote
inquiry-based learning.

e Risks linked to unstructured digital exposure, particularly in the early years, and the
importance of guided engagement that cultivates discernment, reflection, and ethical
understanding.

« The intersection of legal, ethical, and pedagogical considerations in the development and
governance of digital learning tools and platforms for children aged 3 to 7.
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Through this participation, the Chair not only shared emerging research findings and conceptual
innovations, but also contributed to strengthening inter-institutional collaboration within the global
UNESCO education and research network. The symposium further reinforced the objectives of the
UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme, particularly in advancing inclusive knowledge societies
and addressing the ethical and cultural dimensions of digital transformation in education.

Moreover, the insights presented were tailored to inform the development of regionally adapted
guidelines for the UAE and Gulf region, where the rapid digitalization of educational systems
necessitates ethically grounded and culturally relevant frameworks for early childhood education.

All registered participants in the symposium received official certification. Follow-up cooperation
is now anticipated through joint publications, thematic working groups, and future initiatives under
the UNESCO Chairs framework.
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Digital Learning Week, UNESCO HQ, Paris

Overview

From 2 to 5 September 2025, representatives of the Russian Federation actively participated in
the UNESCO Digital Learning Week held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. The delegation,
composed of leading experts from Russian universities hosting UNESCO Chairs, engaged in a
broad range of strategic discussions and presentations aimed at reinforcing international
cooperation in digital education, artificial intelligence (Al), and sustainable development.

Delegation Composition
The delegation included:

« lvan Lobanov, Rector of Plekhanov Russian University of Economics (PRUE), Chairman
of the Coordination Committee of Russian UNESCO Chairs;

« Svetlana Malkarova, Vice-Rector, Director of PRUE Dubai Branch, Co-Chair of the
UNESCO Chair “Socio-Legal and Ethical Foundations of the Knowledge Society”;

« Anna Tarilova-Leclout, Head of International Relations, PRUE Dubai, Coordinator of the
same UNESCO Chair;

« Yulia Antokhina, Rector of St. Petersburg State University of Aerospace Instrumentation
(SUAI;

e Oksana Novikova, Deputy Head of the UNESCO Chair “Distance Engineering
Education” at SUAI,

« Maria Simonova, Director, Institute of Comparative Educational Policy, RUDN
University.

Institutional coordination was supported by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Permanent Delegation of the Russian Federation to UNESCO.

Objectives of Participation
The delegation’s participation aimed to:

o Present the work and achievements of Russian UNESCO Chairs in digital education, All,
and sustainability;

o Coordinate future collaboration with UNESCO headquarters and UNITWIN networks;

« Strengthen inter-institutional and diplomatic coordination in line with the global education
agenda;

« Explore mechanisms for expanding international academic engagement by Russian Chairs.

Key Activities and Engagements
The Russian delegation contributed to:

e Plenary and thematic panels on Al, curriculum transformation, ethical governance of
technology, and inclusive education;
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e Workshops focused on the local deployment of Al and policy alignment;
o Bilateral meetings with directors of key UNESCO departments, including Higher
Education, Lifelong Learning, Digital Policy, and the Man and the Biosphere Programme.

Three major presentations were delivered by PRUE delegates, covering:

1. Al integration strategies in higher education ("Smart Universities" — I. Lobanov);
2. Cross-border education in Al in the UAE context (S. Malkarova);
3. Al in language education and future-ready competencies (A. Tarilova-Lecloux).

Outcomes for UNESCO Chairs in the Russian Federation
Key outcomes relevant to the network of Russian UNESCO Chairs include:

o Establishment of direct collaboration channels with UNESCO program coordinators;

« Agreement on integration of Russian Chairs into global UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs
networks;

o Development of strategic initiatives, including:

- A proposed international digital collaboration platform for UNESCO
Chairs;

- A national expert pool for contributing to UNESCO's analytical work on
Al, ethics, and digital policy;

- Plans for open-access educational repositories based on Russian
university resources;

- Joint foresight sessions on Al and digital transformation.

Strategic Alignment with UNESCO Priorities

The themes and discussions during the Digital Learning Week directly supported UNESCO’s
priorities on:

Ethically grounded digital transformation;

Equitable access to Al-driven education;

Interdisciplinary cooperation in shaping the future of learning;
Inclusion of underrepresented voices in global education policymaking.

Next Steps and Recommendations

Building on the results of this participation, the Coordination Committee of Russian UNESCO
Chairs recommends:
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o Continued development of international consortia through the UNITWIN program;
o Expansion of Russian representation in global UNESCO education platforms;

« Launch of collaborative research projects on Al ethics, inclusion, and sustainability;
« Promotion of the Russian language as a medium of intercultural academic dialogue.

Conclusion

Participation in UNESCO Digital Learning Week 2025 has significantly contributed to raising the
visibility of Russian UNESCO Chairs and has laid the groundwork for expanded international
cooperation. The engagement demonstrated Russia’s commitment to ethical, inclusive, and
forward-thinking approaches in digital education, in full alignment with UNESCQ’s strategic
frameworks.
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Participation in the UNESCO IITE Webinar on
Generative Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education

Date: 23 April 2025
Organized by: UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education (IITE) in collaboration
with the UNESCO International Centre for Higher Education Innovation (UNESCO-ICHEI)

In pursuit of its core mandate to explore ethical, legal, and social frameworks for digital
transformation in education, the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of
Knowledge Societies” at Plekhanov University of Economics, Dubai, actively participated in a
specialized international webinar entitled:

“Using Generative Artificial Intelligence in Education: Tools, Strategies, and Challenges.”

The event was jointly organized by UNESCO IITE and UNESCO-ICHEI as part of a global
initiative to build the digital capacity of educators and support the responsible integration of
generative Al technologies into higher education systems. The session brought together academic
experts, instructional designers, and institutional leaders from across Central Asia, the Russian
Federation, and beyond.

The webinar focused on two key themes:

1. Empowering educators through Al-driven teaching tools: including the use of generative Al
for creating lecture content, assessments, and personalized student feedback.

2. Training in prompt engineering: equipping educators with the skills needed to effectively
interact with neural networks and optimize Al outputs for pedagogical purposes.

Two newly developed Russian-language online training courses were presented:

e “Generative Al as a Teaching Tool in Higher Education” — a foundational course that
introduces educators to Al-supported methods for content creation, curriculum design, and
formative assessment.

e “Prompt Engineering for University Educators” — an advanced course that delves into
strategic prompting techniques, showcasing both successful and flawed examples to enhance
educators’ ability to guide Al systems in various learning scenarios.

The Dubai Chair contributed to the session by participating in the Q&A segment and in the exchange
of institutional perspectives on the ethical implications of Al-based teaching tools, including:

e The risk of over-automation in pedagogy and its impact on human agency in education;

e The challenge of ensuring transparency, bias mitigation, and accountability in Al-generated
learning materials;

e Theimportance of open-access, multilingual training resources for educators in non-English-
speaking contexts.
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The webinar was moderated by Tatiana Murovana, Programme Specialist at UNESCO IITE, and
included key presentations from:

Tao Zhan, Director of UNESCO IITE

Bi Xiaohan, Deputy Director of UNESCO-ICHEI

Yang Lang and Xu Yifan from the 1IOE (International Institute of Online Education)

Ivan Pechishchev, Assistant Professor at Perm State University, Al literacy advocate and
media education trainer

This engagement aligns with the Chair’s strategic focus on the ethical integration of generative Al
in education, particularly within regions undergoing rapid digital transition. It reinforces the Chair’s
commitment to UNESCO’s global education agenda, supporting capacity-building for educators,
promoting inclusive access to Al literacy, and contributing to the development of international
standards for responsible innovation in higher education.
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Engagement with UNESCO Headquarters:
Strategic Dialogue on Higher Education Chairs

Date: 16 May 2025

Organized by: UNESCO Higher Education Section (Headquarters, Paris)
Format: Virtual introductory session via Zoom

Hosted by: Dr. Noah W. Sobe, Chief of Section for Higher Education, UNESCO

As part of its continuing commitment to active participation in the global network of UNESCO
Chairs and UNITWIN partners, the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of
Knowledge Societies” (Plekhanov University of Economics, Dubai) took part in a high-level Zoom
session organized by the UNESCO Higher Education Section, led by Dr. Noah W. Sobe, newly
appointed Chief of Section for Higher Education at UNESCO headquarters in Paris.

The purpose of the meeting was to initiate a renewed dialogue between UNESCO headquarters and
Chairs operating in the higher education domain, with a view to:

« Reinforcing institutional cooperation across UNESCQO’s global academic networks;

e Sharing updates on strategic priorities and ongoing work streams within the Higher
Education Section;

« Identifying opportunities for synergy, joint initiatives, and policy engagement with
UNESCO Chairs in diverse world regions.

During the session, Dr. Sobe—who assumed his post in December 2024 following a distinguished
academic career at Loyola University Chicago and previous service at UNESCO (2019-2022)—
provided an overview of current developments within the Higher Education Section. He highlighted
the centrality of the UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Programme in advancing UNESCQO’s higher
education agenda, referring to it as “one of the jewels of UNESCO.”

Key themes discussed included:

e The follow-up to the flagship report “Reimagining our futures together: A new social
contract for education” and how it informs ongoing transformations in global higher
education;

« Strengthening collaborative governance and exchange mechanisms among Chairs;

« Enhancing the visibility and policy relevance of Chair-led research and initiatives;

o Encouraging inter-regional networks to tackle shared challenges related to digitalization,
academic freedom, and educational equity.

The Dubai Chair’s participation in this meeting underscores its commitment to contributing
meaningfully to UNESCO’s global higher education vision, particularly in areas related to the
ethical governance of knowledge, digital transformation, and equitable access to higher learning.
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The Chair expressed interest in contributing to follow-up activities, including:

e Thematic consultations linked to UNESCO’s Medium-Term Strategy (2026-2029);
Regional working groups on legal and policy frameworks for digital universities;

o Research-based inputs into new UNESCO declarations or position papers on higher
education futures.

This session marked an important step in reaffirming the Chair’s institutional ties with UNESCO

Headquarters, ensuring that its work remains aligned with and contributes to evolving global
educational priorities.
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Contribution to the Global Priority Africa Dialogues:
Working Session on Ocean Science, Climate Resilience, and Water Governance

Date: 4 June 2025

Organized by: UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme

Format: Virtual round table working group

Participants: UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks, Member States, technical partners,
scientific experts

The UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies” at
Plekhanov University of Economics (Dubai Branch) participated in the high-level working session
on “Ocean Science, Climate Change Resilience, and Water Resource Management in Africa,” held
on 4 June 2025 as part of the ongoing Global Priority Africa Dialogues and the Priority Africa
Flagship Programme 5.

This session was conceived as a multi-stakeholder round table to support the implementation of
UNESCO’s Operational Strategy for Priority Africa (2022—2029), particularly in relation to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the African Union’s Agenda 2063. The discussions
focused on enhancing open science, building scientific capacity, and advancing technological
innovation across the fields of ocean science, climate change adaptation, and integrated water
management.

Key issues addressed during the session included:

« The vulnerability of Africa’s coastal cities and freshwater systems to climate change impacts
such as sea level rise, flooding, pollution, and water stress;

e The need for investment in basic and applied sciences to strengthen climate resilience;

e The role of integrated data governance, open access research platforms, and scientific
cooperation in formulating evidence-based environmental policies;

e The development of transdisciplinary educational programs and the mobilization of youth
and communities to protect marine and freshwater ecosystems.

The Chair contributed to the session by providing reflections on the legal and ethical dimensions of
open science and data sovereignty, especially as they pertain to the equitable use of knowledge in
African and transregional contexts. The Dubai team emphasized:

e The importance of ensuring fair access to scientific infrastructure and outputs for local
research institutions in Africa;

« Ethical considerations in the collection, sharing, and application of environmental data;

o Legal frameworks that balance intellectual property rights with the common good in climate
adaptation and biodiversity preservation.
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The Chair also expressed its support for expanding triangular cooperation models (Africa—Middle
East-Europe) to support innovation, knowledge sharing, and policy experimentation in areas
intersecting with digital governance and sustainable development.

This session marked the concluding dialogue in a broader series launched after the International
Forum of UNESCO Chairs and Partners on Transforming Knowledge for Africa’s Future. It further
reaffirmed the centrality of Africa as one of UNESCO’s two global priorities and reinforced the
operational value of involving UNESCO Chairs in long-term implementation strategies.

By participating in this dialogue, the Chair continued to align its activities with global UNESCO
strategies, demonstrating its commitment to the ethical governance of knowledge ecosystems and
their relevance to climate justice, resource equity, and scientific inclusion on the African continent.
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Participation in UNESCO Chairs Seminar: “Using Modern Geospatial
Technologies in UNESCO Designated Sites for Sustainable Futures”

Date: 23 July 2025

Format: Online Seminar via Zoom

Organized by: UNESCO Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences
Languages: English, French, Spanish

The UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies” at
Plekhanov University of Economics (Dubai Branch) actively participated in the international
UNESCO Chairs Seminar titled “Using Modern Geospatial Technologies in UNESCO Designated
Sites for Sustainable Futures,” held virtually on 23 July 2025.

This high-level seminar brought together UNESCO Chairs, geospatial experts, and site managers
from across the globe to explore the transformative role of geospatial technologies in the
management, monitoring, and safeguarding of UNESCO-designated sites—including Biosphere
Reserves, Global Geoparks, and World Heritage Sites. The seminar was held in response to the
urgent findings of the 2024 UN SDG Progress Report, which warned of setbacks in the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, and
the Paris Agreement.

The session featured keynote contributions and expert panel discussions led by global authorities
such as:

Prof. Alexander Siegmund (Heidelberg University of Education),

Prof. Helena Maria de Oliveira Freitas (University of Coimbra),

Dr. Mario Hernandez Valdez (International Society for Digital Earth), and
Prof. Leonard Mubalama (Institute of Rural Development, DRC).

The seminar addressed several interlinked global challenges, including:

« the escalating environmental vulnerabilities of UNESCO sites due to climate change and
resource constraints;

« the need for improved data systems and monitoring mechanisms for site conservation and
development;

« the integration of modern geospatial and satellite-based observation tools to support site
resilience, sustainable planning, and inclusive stakeholder engagement.

A key highlight was the presentation of the UNESCO Sites Navigator, a new GIS-based platform
launched during the 2025 World Heritage Committee session. This digital system integrates verified,
geo-referenced boundaries, real-time satellite monitoring, and automated alert functions to enhance
the decision-making capacity of stakeholders at UNESCO sites.

The Plekhanov University Dubai Chair contributed to the seminar with a specific focus on:
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o the ethical, societal, and legal implications of adopting geospatial technologies in
conservation and sustainable development contexts;

« the importance of data sovereignty, equity, and local ownership in the design and use of
digital platforms, especially within fragile ecosystems and vulnerable communities;

e proposals for strengthening capacity-building programs, particularly for youth, indigenous
peoples, and site managers, to ensure inclusive digital literacy and participation.

The Chair underlined the need to address digital divides and ensure that the benefits of technological
innovation in UNESCO sites do not reinforce existing inequalities. In this regard, the session was
closely aligned with the Chair’s mandate to foster the equitable governance of knowledge societies,
and the ethical frameworks required for emerging digital tools in biosphere governance and cultural
heritage protection.

By participating in this seminar, Plekhanov University of Economics (Dubai Branch) further
reinforced its international role in shaping interdisciplinary dialogues on the future of education,
science, and innovation, particularly in line with UNESCO’s strategic priorities for sustainable
development and digital transformation.
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Participation in Capacity-Building Webinar
“Unpacking National Benefits of the Global Convention on Higher Education”

Date: 24 July 2025
Format: Online Webinar — Capacity-Building Series, Session 1
Organized by: Secretariat of the Global Convention on Higher Education, UNESCO

As part of its commitment to fostering global cooperation and ethical frameworks in knowledge
societies, the UNESCO Chair “Societal, Legal and Ethical Frameworking of Knowledge Societies”
at Plekhanov University of Economics in Dubai participated in the international capacity-building
webinar titled “Unpacking National Benefits of the Global Convention on Higher Education”, held
on 24 July 2025.

The session was the first in a UNESCO-led series of strategic webinars designed to support action
planning and national implementation of the Global Convention on the Recognition of
Qualifications concerning Higher Education—the first-ever United Nations treaty in higher
education, which came into force in 2023. As of mid-2025, the Convention has been ratified by 38
countries, creating a unified global framework that complements UNESCQO’s existing five regional
recognition conventions.

The Chair’s participation was aligned with its core mandate to promote equity, inclusivity, and
access in global education systems, especially through the recognition of qualifications and support
for lifelong learning. The webinar focused on:

« Facilitating international academic mobility by recognizing and validating academic
qualifications across borders;

e Enhancing cooperation in research, student learning, and innovation;

e Promoting inclusion by acknowledging informal, non-traditional, and displaced learners’
pathways;

o Strengthening national systems through transparent and reliable credential evaluation
mechanisms;

e Supporting recognition practices that serve national development goals and the SDGs.

By participating in this session, Plekhanov University Dubai gained valuable insights into:

e The legal and procedural dimensions of ratifying and implementing the Convention;

e Emerging trends in international higher education, such as cross-border mobility, digital
credentialing, and recognition of micro-credentials;

o Practical frameworks for aligning national systems with UNESCO’s standards for
recognition, fairness, and quality assurance.

The webinar brought together representatives of education ministries, university networks,
accreditation bodies, and UNESCO Chairs from various regions. It served as a multi-stakeholder
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platform for dialogue on how the Convention can address national priorities and improve access to
higher education, especially for marginalized populations.

The UNESCO Chair at Plekhanov University emphasized the importance of recognizing the right
to education as a cornerstone of civil rights, and the necessity of equitable frameworks that
acknowledge diverse learning histories. The discussion reaffirmed the Chair’s ongoing efforts in
promoting interoperability between education systems, supporting displaced learners, and
encouraging cross-regional academic collaboration.

In conclusion, participation in this session not only deepened institutional understanding of the
Global Convention’s mechanisms and policy tools, but also reinforced the Chair’s strategic vision
of creating inclusive and legally sound infrastructures for global higher education governance.
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